World History Research Paper Assignment

Requirements:

1. You will need to use at least 5 sources:


a. At least two of your sources must be books

b. At least one source must be from the reference section of the school library (a general encyclopedia is not an acceptable fulfillment of this requirement)

c. At least one must be a primary source

d. Note:  If you choose to use information from websites, You must annotate that source in your bibliography.  Information for how to do this will be provided during library
2. You must include a title page and bibliography, number the pages, and use parenthetical references. (Use the MLA format)

3. Length - The most important requirement is to cover the subject adequately.  Your paper should be about 7-10 pages (not including title page and bibliography).  Your paper should be typed and double spaced. Your top, bottom, and side margins should be about 1 inch.  I will not measure this length but it is always obvious when margins are widened to make up for lack of content in a paper.  If you feel that you need to adjust the margins in order to fulfill the length requirement, you have probably not covered your subject adequately.  PAGES MUST BE NUMBERED

4. There are two types of research papers: analytical and descriptive.  You must write an analytical paper in order to gain full credit on this assignment.  Analytical papers are more difficult, as they require analysis of the information found in the research.  In an analytical paper, the writer takes a position on a debatable topic and proves that position.  However, the student must also recognize the opposing side to their argument as well. 


Example:  General Topic: The communist revolution in China

Thesis:  The communist revolution in China was overall beneficial to the population.

Content:  The writer explains the benefits that the Chinese population gained from the change to communism in their country.  However, they also must recognize the negative impact of it as well.  In order to prove the thesis the writer must argue that the benefits that communism brought to the people of China outweigh the drawbacks.

With a descriptive research paper, the writer simply finds and relates information on a given topic.


Example: General Topic: The communist revolution in China


Thesis:  In 1949, the communists took control over China.


Content: Describing the communist revolution in China

Again, an analytical paper is required.  

5. Turnitin.com – The final paper must be submitted to turnitin.com, providing evidence of lack of plagiarism, in order to get credit for the assignment.

Topic:   You have a choice of basically any topic in world history. What about the history of the world would you like to know more about?  Your topic must have a world history perspective.  (Example:  Do not write a research paper on women in the U.S. during World War II)  I also caution you to not choose topics that have happened in the last few years since it is often difficult to find a lot of books and reference materials on recent subjects.  Although several people in a class may be focusing on the same general topic, only one person per class can sign up for a focused topic.  For example, several people may choose to write a research paper on India but only one person per class could write on the effect of the caste system on Indian society.  

Due Dates:  Students will be required to turn in preliminary work on their research papers throughout the semester.  


January 18 – Students must have a working thesis at class time 


January 25 – After 3 Days in the library, students must have 25 research notecard


February 8 – Students must come to class with a TYPED/DETAILED outline 



(minimum 4 pages in length) –To be modeled in class

February 20 – TYPED rough draft – at least 7-9 pages in length – 2 copies needed for peer 


editing


March 1 – Final Copy of Paper Due

The final paper is due ON MARCH 1!  It must be turned in to turnitin.com by class time.  YOU MUST ALSO TURN IN A HARD COPY TO ME IN CLASS!!  

Grading:  Please see the attached sheet showing the break down of points for preliminary work and the final paper.  This will show you the importance of each section of your paper.  All portions of the preliminary work as well as the final paper will have an impact on your semester grade.  Please be aware that the points assigned to your preliminary work are worth almost a test grade.  Getting behind on the preliminary work will not only hurt your grade but will negatively impact your chances of doing well on the final paper.   The final paper grade is equivalent to two test grades in this class.

PRELIMINARY WORK 

Points Received

Points Received

Jan 18 Thesis




/10


             

Jan 25 Notecards



/20

     
             

Feb 8 Detailed Outline


/20


             

Feb 20 Rough Draft



/20


            

Preliminary work Total


/70
