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Phone Number: 720-554-2290

Student Teacher Parent Contract

Hello!  And welcome to the class!  I look forward to working with you throughout the year as we learn about World History!  It is my hope that together we will be able to better understand the world, to discover and learn about amazing, important historical figures, and to better understand how society works so that we can all be better citizens of our increasingly globalized world.  We should be able to have a fun, interesting year together, but to do this, I feel we must first establish a set of rules that will create a safe, respectful community within our classroom.  We have an equal responsibility to work together to ensure that everyone feels comfortable learning.  I have drawn up a set of guidelines that I hope will create an environment in which we all feel comfortable learning together.

Classroom Rules:

· Treat Everyone with Respect

· This is the most important rule that we all must follow.  To me, respect is a far-reaching idea.  It means listening when others are speaking, not attacking others' for their ideas, and understanding that we may sometimes have differences in opinions.  I do not expect or want us all to have the same views of the events we are going to be covering.  One of my favorite aspects about history is that there are so many ways to interpret the goings on of past events.  What I do expect, however, is that everyone allow his or her classmates to express and defend their ideas.  

· Be Prepared for Class

· Learning should be a collaborative experience, but the only way we can work with one another to learn the material is if everyone comes to class prepared to do so.  This means keeping up with assignments and readings as well as showing up with a good attitude.  Students will be responsible for showing up to class with a notebook, a binder, and a writing utensil every day, as well as other materials I may ask you to bring (I will be sure to give you plenty of notice for these materials).  Preparation is a two way street, however, so students should always expect me to be prepared for class as well.  As a teacher, it is my responsibility to make sure I am ready to serve my role in class, whatever that may happen to be for the day.

· Take Pride in Your Work

· I will hold you to a high standard as far as your work is concerned, and it is my hope that you will do this to yourself as well.  Not only in this class, but in life as well, it is important that we put forth our best effort: what we produce is often how we are remembered, so it is important that we produce good work.  I promise always to put forth my best effort, always to teach to the best of my ability. 

· Have an Open Mind

· Social Studies can be incredibly interesting, but the only way you will be able to begin to see the amazing stories that make up our past is if you are willing to learn about them.  I ask that each day, you enter class open to learning about the topic of the day.  I will always do my best to make sure this is presented in the most interesting of ways.  If we work together, I am confident that we will have a blast this year




Other Guidelines for the Year


· Late Work

· Late work will not be accepted.  Managing your time and accomplishing tasks as they are presented is an important aspect of life, so I will expect you to complete your work on time.
· Test Corrections

·  Test corrections will be available to students throughout the year on certain (not every) tests.  Students will be able to earn back ½ credit for questions they missed on the test. 

· Please always be willing to ask for help.  

· Whether you need to raise your hand in class or see me during a planning period, I want to help you understand the subject.  I have 2nd, 3rd, and 6th Periods off, and am available before and after school.  My Office is in the East Building, Room 112A.  I cannot force you to be helped, however.  I can only tell you that I will be available to provide assistance, but you must be the one to seek it out.  Please be willing to raise your hand in class.  If you have a question about the material, odds are someone else in the class has the same question.

· Students are Responsible for their Grades

· In the end, it is students who earn the grade they do.  I will always be willing to answer questions from parents but, seeing as part of the goal of this class is to produce better citizens, I encourage my students to take the initiative to deal with their own issues.
85% of the semester grades will be based on the total number of points earned in class throughout the semester. Each point is worth the same whether it is on a test, quiz, homework assignment, or participation.  The Final Exam will determine the remaining 15%. 
I look forward to a wonderful year.  If you have any questions about the class rules, or would like to discuss any potential changes, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, 

David Knoeckel

I have read, understand, and will abide by all of the rules of Mr. Knoeckel's classroom.

(Student Printed Name)
(Student Signature)

(Parent/Guardian Signature)

